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and forage available at Dasht-i-Kafari3 three farsakhs north-west of Dar-
band, the Shah established his winter quarters there.1
The provisioning of so large an army in a country that consisted, for
the most part, of forests and mountain crags presented serious difficulties.
Little food was procurable in the neighbouring province of Shirvan,
because of the repeated ravaging to which it had been subjected, and Kartli2
and Kakheti were in a similar state. The only solution was to procure
supplies by sea. Having already a fleet on the Persian Gulf, Nadir
determined to have one on the Caspian as well ; the great difficulty, of
course, was to obtain the vessels. There were already some Persian
vessels in service, but these were small and of primitive design and build.8
Furthermore, the Persians were almost entirely unskilled in navigation*
Nadir is said to have sent to Surat for shipbuilders and sailors, in order to
remedy this deficiency.4
Until he could get ships of his own, Nadir had, therefore, to depend
almost entirely on Russian traders for his sea-borne supplies ; many of
these traders made vast profits,5 When Kalushkin informed the Shah
of the accession of Elizabeth Petrovna, after the coup d'etat of the 6th
December, 1741, he replied that he was very glad to hear the news,
since the throne of Russia belonged to her by right, as the daughter of
Peter the Great. Nadir then gave Kalushkin a coat of honour and a
thousand roubles, and requested him to arrange for the loan of ten Russian
vessels, some of which would be used in his operations against the
Daghistan rebels and some for the transport of supplies from Astrakhan.
Kalushkin, in transmitting this request, warned his Government that, if
Nadir were lent these vessels, he would never return them, as he was most
anxious to have a fleet of his own. In consequence of Kalushkin's warning,
the Government refused to accede to Nadir's request.6 However, as
1 T.N.t p. 230, Butkov, Vol. I, p. 212.
*Papouna Orbdian states that so heavy a tax was levied on Kartli in 1741 that many persons
fled to Turkey, while others wilfully devastated their own lands. H. de la G., Vol. II, Part
II, pp. 57 and 58,)
•Captain Woodroofe's Journal, in Hanway, Vol. I, p. 149. Such vessels as the Persians
possessed had been built, for the most part, by Russian deserters or renegades. John Bell
of Antermony, who had visited Persia a quarter of a century earlier, stated that: " The
navigation of the Caspian belongs solely to the Russians, the Persian and other borderers
having nothing but fishing boats " (Travels from St. Petersburg in Russia to Diverse Parts
of Asia, London, 1764, p. 47).
4 See Hanway's hitherto unpublished letter from Astrakhan to his principals, dated the 7th /i8th
November, 1744, and the Memorial from the Russia Company to Lord Carteret, dated
the isth/24th January, 1744 (S.P., 91, Vol. XXXVI). In the Memorial it is stated that
Nadir took this action "long before Mr. Elton ever was in Persia" (i.e., before, presumably,
Elton arrived in Persia for the second time, in June, 1742).
* Hanway appears to be in error in asserting (Vol. IV, p. 225) that these Russian merchants
were not allowed by law to sdl supplies to the Shah, as Butkov (Vol. I, pp. 212 and 510)
says that the Russian Government only permitted merchants of Russian nationality to
dispatch food supplies to the Persian ports on the Caspian.
'Solovfev, Vol. XXI, p. 200.

